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Vacation Races | National Park Half Marathon Series

Race Guide

EVENT SCHEDULE
SATURDAY
Race expo & Bib pickup starts

*We cannot accommodate runners before 10:00am

Race expo ends & First prize raffle

10:00 am
5:00 pm

(every five minutes)

Last call for bib pickup
5:30 pm
5:45 pm
Pacers line up
Runners line up/Last call for gear check 6:00 pm
6:10 pm
National anthem
6:15 PM
RACE STARTS - WAVE START
9:00 pm
Awards Ceremony

WELCOME!
On behalf of Vacation Races, I would like to welcome
the 3rd annual Joshua Tree Half Marathon runners
and spectators to the area. We’re thrilled you’ve
decided to let the National Parks be a part of your
year. Welcome to Joshua Tree. Welcome to the desert.
Welcome to solitude and refuge.

Welcome
Detailed Schedule of Events
Expo Map
Expo Details
Race Staff & Volunteers
Merchandise

This race course is unique for us. Often we select
a course that captures the beauty of the park.
This course is beautiful in its own way, though it
lacks some of the uniqueness found inside park
boundaries. The decision to run it at night was one
we made after receiving overwhelmingly positive
feedback from runners to whom we suggested the
idea. We are excited to host the Joshua Tree Half
Marathon at night- the only one like it in our race
series. I think running in the desert at night under
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We would like to thank our hosts including the
Joshua Tree Lake RV & Campground, Yucca Valley,
Joshua Tree, Twentynine Palms, and Joshua Tree
National Park. In the pantheon of National Parks,
Joshua Tree may not have the towering peaks of
Glacier or the grandness of the Grand Canyon; it
may not have the fascinating geological formations
of Zion or the cathedral cliffs and towering
sequoias of Yosemite, but there is a beauty and a
peacefulness here that we find alluring. Joshua
Tree is an escape from the city. It is desert solitude.
It is dark night skies and alien plants. It is fields of
boulders and a sea of sand.
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the dark sky with the stars lighting our way will
be an experience to remember. It is also more of a
challenge than a run - this course will push you to
your limits!
The beauty of this park attracts millions of people
each year. Although it may appear timeless and
enduring, the area is fragile and constantly
changing. Every visitor is a steward and has
a responsibility to protect the area for future
generations. As a race participant we trust in your
support of this endeavor. If this is your first time
here I hope you’ll enjoy your visit as you explore
and discover what this park has to offer. If you
have been here before, welcome home. How lucky
we all are to get to share in the ownership of this
land, established and preserved “For the benefit
and enjoyment of the people!”
Sincerely,

Dehn Craig and the VR Team
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EVENT SCHEDULE

SATURDAY, NOVEMBER 2
10:00 AM

3:30 PM

RACE EXPO &
BIB PICKUP -

If you arrive at the expo after
this time we request you to
stay until the start to avoid
unnecessary traffic and panic.

The expo will be held at
the Joshua Tree Lake RV &
Campground in Joshua Tree, CA
(2601 Sunfair Rd, Joshua Tree, CA 92252)

5:51 pm

Sunset

5:00 PM
5:30 pm 5:45 PM
-Race expo ends Last call Pacers line up
-First prize raffle for bib
(at start-line)
pickup
-All cars should
be parked

Joshua Tree Astronomy Arts Theater is
hosting a FREE night sky viewing party
from 7:00-11:00 pm near the expo area.

6:00 PM
6:10 PM
Runners line National
up/Last call anthem
for gear check

6:15 PM
RACE STARTS WAVE START

(expect about 5
minutes per wave)

9:00 PM
Awards
Ceremony

Note: Because this race takes place at night- please bring
a headlamp or some sort of light to illuminate the ground
in front of you, as well as wear reflective gear/clothing.

BYOB: Our expo is bag-free so don’t forget to
Bring Your Own Bag!

EXPO MAP
Tent Camping
Parking
RV Camping

TOILETS

RV Dry Camping

Parking

EXPO

Expo
Parking

Joshua Tree, CA

KEY
Parking
To RV/Campground Parking
Campground/RV check-in office
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PARKING
There will be plenty of parking near the expo. Please see p. 6 for more detailed parking information regarding the
race. Be sure to get there early to avoid any rush and to give yourself time to get ready for the race. The primary
parking for participants is marked in red on the map.
If you have a reserved RV spot or are camping with Joshua Tree Lake RV & Campground, please use the main entrance
and proceed to the campground office to check into the campground (circled in orange). Once you are checked into
your site please park in your camping area, and walk down to the expo. *See page 6 for race staging and parking.

EXPO & MERCHANDISE
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BIB PICKUP & EXPO DETAILS
The expo will be held at the Joshua Tree Lake RV & Campground in Joshua Tree, CA (2601 Sunfair
Rd, Joshua Tree, CA 92252). At the expo you can pick up your bib, race shirt, and other gear. Plan
to stay for awhile, cook a s’more, and shop our other vendors and sponsors!
Bib pickup will be available until 5:30 pm. We encourage you to Bring Your Own Bag!
To keep in line with our tradition of waste elimination and conservation of the land, all
Vacation Races expos are completely bagless! If you would like to purchase a reusable,
foldable bag, we’ll have them available at our merchandise store.

RACE STAFF AND VOLUNTEERS
During the event you will see 3 kinds of shirts. Those responsible for the event are wearing the dark
grey staff shirt. They know every in an out of the race and should be able to answer any question you
might have. If not, they can find it quickly. If something goes wrong, you are welcome to express your
feelings to them.
Members of our Civilian Production Corp (CPC) are paid race committee members who help produce
the race. They are typically not involved in the planning, as their mission is more about event
execution. We are constantly on the look out for new members of the CPC. If you are interested in
joining, please apply at vacationraces.com/programs-and-initiatives/civilian-production-corps
Our volunteers are just that, unpaid volunteers who are here to help where they can. Even if you have
a bad day, please do not yell at our volunteers. We love them and could not produce our races without
them. Please consider volunteering for one of our races in the future.

PARKS PROJECT

OFFICIAL RACE MERCHANDISE
We’ll have our official Joshua Tree Half Marathon and Vacation Races merchandise for sale at the race expo and
online after the race! We have a wide variety of options to commemorate your accomplishment of running the
Joshua Tree Half Marathon! Beach hoodies, t-shirts, sweatshirts, tank tops, water bottles, stickers, hats, bags, and
posters will all be available for you to browse and buy!

DESIGN

WOMEN’S
T-SHIRT
($20)

DESCRIPTION

MEN’S
T-SHIRT
($20)

BEACH
HOODIE
($30)

SWEATSHIRT
($40)

BASEBALL
TEE
($25)

WOMEN’S
TANKTOP
($22)

VA C AT I O N R A C E S

JOSHUA TREE SHIRT R1

W AT E R C O L O R G A L A X Y S H I R T

We are proud to announce
that Parks Project is the
official Vacation Races
t-shirt sponsor for 2019! As
a brand, their motto is “leave
it better than you found it”
and they believe it is up to
all of us to promote, protect
and preserve public lands.
Each product purchased
contributes directly to
one of over 30 different
conservancies across the
USA, providing vital funding
for the ongoing care of
National Parks.

SCREEN ARTWORK
ON LIGHT

The magic of the wilderness is revealed as the sun
begins to set on the horizon and the stars make
their grand appearance.
VA C AT I O N R A C E S

JOSHUA TREE SHIRT R1

CZAR
C R E A T I V E

C I R C L E S TA R F I E L D S H I R T
SCREEN ARTWORK
ON DARK

Featuring the iconic Joshua trees of the desert
landscape with an artistic flair of the night skies!
CZAR
C R E A T I V E

Our national parks are a wonderland of sights,
sounds, and color. Add some variety to your
wardrobe with the Rainbow Parks design!
A new design with a wanderlust twist. Light the
way and wander with us.

SIDE 1 IMPRINT: 1.5”H
black

SELECT PRODUCTS
FROM NATHAN

MUG - $10

REUSABLE BAG - $10

STICKERS/PATCHES - $2/$5

RUNNING HATS - $25

PROOF SHEET

SIDE 2 IMPRINT: 2.25”W
black

The merchandise
tent will be selling
headlamps during
the expo. However, there is only
a limited supply of headlamps.
Runners should plan to bring their
own light source/headlamp to the
race.

Any remaining inventory will be available for purchase from our online store after the race.
IF FAXING APPROVAL PLEASE FILL OUT THE INFORMATION BELOW AND NOTE ANY CHANGES IN THE SPACE PROVIDED.
APPROVED
APPROVED WITH CHANGES
REVISE AND REPROOF
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RACE INFORMATION

COURSE

This event will be a sunset and evening
run, under a sea of stars. Our course
will start and end in Joshua Tree, CA at Joshua
Tree Lake RV & Campground, just 20 min from
the entrance to Joshua Tree National Park.
If you’ve run with us before, you know that
the scenery is extremely important to us when
we choose our courses. We’ve tried something
different with our Joshua Tree Half Marathon
course. While the course itself isn’t necessarily
scenic, the stars, night sky, joshua trees, and
open desert will make the race a beautiful one!
This course is on dirt roads, which depending on
weather and how traveled they are before the
race can greatly change the terrain. This is a very
challenging course and is not always easy to run
or get footing. There will be plenty of sand, so be
prepared for loose sand and even spots with soft
and deep sand. Combining this terrain with the
fact that the race will be a nighttime event, we are
asking each runner to bring a headlamp or some
sort of light to illuminate the ground in front of
you, as well as wear reflective gear/clothing.
The course will be well-marked, but it is your
responsibility to stay to the left when running
with traffic and be courteous and mindful of cars
and other runners. DO NOT step off the course
into traffic; you will be disqualified. We want you
to stay safe.

ELEVATION

You can see the elevation map on
the next page. The race starts at just
over 2400 ft and has a series of notable but short
climbs which top out at 2814 ft. The total race
gain is 561 ft.

TIMING

All masters and overall awards will
be based on gun time. If you plan to
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compete for these top spots you will need to line
up at the front of the line. All age divisions and
team awards will be based on chip time. If you
are standing towards the back, it may be a few
minutes before you cross the start line. Your time
does not officially start until you cross the starting
line (unless you are competing for an overall top
finisher spot), so please be courteous to others as
we start the race. If you will be walking, please
start towards the back to avoid congestion at the
start.

PACERS

Pacers will line up at the start line
around 5:45 pm. There will be a pacer
pacing the race in 10 minute intervals starting at a
1h40m pace up to 2h30m. We will also have a
2h45m, 3h, and 3h30m pacer. Please seed yourself
near the time you expect to finish.

GEAR CHECK

You may use a Gear Check bag at the
starting line if you wish. It will be a
white garbage bag that you can fill with anything
you want transported to the finish line. There will
be permanent markers you can use to write your
name and bib number. Avoid putting valuables in
your bag. *Gear check bags will be available at the
finish line as soon as the first person finishes.

CLOTHING ON COURSE

We will have a clothing bin to dump
items in near mile 3. Clothing dropped
off near mile 3 will be picked up when the last
runner has passed it - so you may have to wait for
your clothing at the finish. Anything else found
along the course will not be brought to the finish.
Clothing not picked up by 11:15 pm will no longer
be claimable.

NO LITTERING
AID STATIONS

We will have aid stations near miles
3, 5, 7, 9, 11, and 12. All aid stations
will have bathrooms, water + Gnarly, and Honey
Stinger energy gels. Mile 7 and 11 will also have
oranges and bananas. There will be basic first aid
needs at each aid station, but the EMT will be at
Mile 7.

TIME LIMIT

All runners will have 4 hours to finish
the race. That is an 18 minute mile plenty of time for walkers! If at anytime we deem
it unsafe and need to pull a runner off the course
we would hope for understanding and immediate
cooperation. Failure to comply will result in being
banned from future events.
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WAVE STARTS

A wave start will help us organize the
race and prevent overcrowding on
the course. When you line up to start the race,
use the colored circle on your bib and signs at
the start to determine where to stand (grouping
based on expected finish time runner indicated
when registering for the race - if no expected time
was shared we randomly placed you in a wave).
Grouping is not a reflection of performance - feel
free to start in whichever heat is appropriate to
your ability.
If you are a slower runner or a walker DO NOT
START IN THE FIRST WAVE.
This course will quickly take runners from a wide
paved road to a more narrow dirt road. In an
effort to thin the crowd so there isn’t too much
congestion on course we will choke the start and
also pause in between waves. You should expect
about 5 minute intervals in between the start of
one wave to the start of the next.
Wave 1: 1:00-1:55
Wave 2: 1:55-2:05
Wave 3: 2:05-2:15
Wave 4: 2:15-2:25
Wave 5: 2:25-2:35
Wave 6: 2:35-2:45
Wave 7: 2:45-3:00
Wave 8: 3:00-3:30
Wave 9: 3:30-4:00

RECOVERY FOOD BOX

At the finish line we will have a food
box (full of recovery snacks), bananas,
and chocolate milk, as well as water and Gnarly
hydration. Please help yourself to one food box,
chocolate milk, and banana per runner. In an
attempt to reduce waste, we will provide a place
to trade/leave any unwanted snack items.

STROLLERS

We highly discourage strollers from
being used on this course. There are
sections just technical enough to cause problems
if you’re pushing a stroller or wheelchair. Because
of this, combined with the fact that the race will
be a nighttime event, we encourage you not to
push strollers or wheelchairs as you run. If you
choose to push a stroller be sure to familiarize
yourself with the course, the sandy and rocky
terrain, starting in the last wave of the race, and
be courteous to other runners!

NO DOGS ON COURSE

Dogs are a liability that our insurance
does not cover. However, they are
welcome to greet you at the finish line with the

RACE INFORMATION

rest of your loved ones. Owners are responsible
for their pet’s behavior. Dogs should be watched
at all times and never left unattended. For those
camping, please refer to Joshua Tree Lake RV &
Campground’s policy and fee info.

PARKING

We will have plenty of parking to
accommodate all of our runners.
Parking will be at the RV campground near the
start/finish of the race. The parking lot opens
at 10:00 am for the expo and will remain open
during the evening race. We will not be offering
any shuttles from the surrounding towns, so
please plan accordingly! We ask all runners to
be parked early - runners should arrive by
4:00 pm and should be parked no later than
5:00 pm. We will have a raffle at the start line
beginning at 5:00 pm to encourage runners to be
there early. See page 6 for more details on parking
and race-specific details.

SPECTATOR INFO

Unfortunately, this is not a very
spectator-friendly course. Because
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of the added dust vehicle traffic may cause as
well as adding unnecessary danger at night, we
discourage spectators from driving near the course
to watch runners. Spectators are encouraged to
be at the finish line to cheer on all our runners.
They can park in the same designated parking lots
near the start/finish at the Joshua Tree Lake RV
& Campground. See page 6 for spectator parking
areas.
Note: The runner area is for runners only! Please
do not enter the runner area or partake of runners’
food.

COURSE RECORDS

Our course record holders receive a
FREE RACE ENTRY every year that
their time remains the course record! Eric Palmer
holds the record for the men and Laura Paulsen
holds the record for the women.
CURRENT COURSE RECORDS:
Male- Eric Palmer >> 1:22:25 (2018)
Female- Laura Paulsen >> 1:26:12 (2018)
Masters Male- Iain Jones >> 1:31:48 (2018)
Masters Female- Kris Rostas >> 1:38:44 (2018)

MEDALS & AGE DIVISIONS

Place medals will be given to the top
5 male and female runners overall, as
well as the Masters 40+ group. Additionally, the
top 5 in each of the following age groups will also
receive a place medal: 11 and younger, 12-14,
15-19, 20-24, 25-29, 30-34, 35-39, 40-44, 45-49,
50-54, 55-59, 60-64, 65-69, 70-74, 75 and older.
**There will be finisher medals for everyone who
finishes the race.

CUP-FREE RACING

Although we don’t have cups on the
course, we have plenty of aid stations
with water and Gnarly! At all aid stations we
will have BLUE COOLERS WITH WATER and
RED COOLERS WITH GNARLY (ELECTROLYTE
DRINK). Both will have the same speed valves
attached. So at each aid station you will have your
choice of water or Gnarly.

HEADLAMPS REQUIRED

As this race will take place after the
sun sets, every runner must have a
headlamp or carry a flashlight with them.

PHOTOGRAPHERS ON COURSE

Race photos are offered to our
runners for FREE! In addition to
the finish line, our race photographers from
Lucid Images will be located on course
taking photos of runners. Find the blue
camera icon on the course map to see where
they’ll be staged- You know, just in case you
wanted to freshen up, wipe away any snot,
pick up the pace or otherwise pose for the
photo :)

COURSE MAP

ELEVATION CHART

AID STATION

WATER

GNARLY

HONEY STINGER

BATHROOM

EMT

BANANAS/
ORANGES

MILE 3
MILE 5
MILE 7
MILE 9
MILE 11
MILE 12
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PARKING,DROP-OFF, AND FINISH LINE STAGING
JOSHUA TREE, CA
Drop Off
Parking

2

1

Parking

Parking
START/FINISH

KEY
RACE-DAY STAGING
Parking Areas

1
2

RACE PARKING

We will have plenty of parking to accommodate all of our runners. The
parking lot opens at 10:00 am on Saturday, November 2nd for the expo and
will remain open through the race. All cars should be parked no later than
5:00 pm. Runners will park in the designated parking areas of Joshua Tree
Lake RV & Campground (2601 Sunfair Rd, Joshua Tree, CA 92252). Please
get there early to avoid any rush and to give yourself time to get ready for
the race. If you have a reserved RV spot or are camping with Joshua Tree
Lake RV & Campground, please park your vehicle in your camping area and
walk down to the race.

DROP OFF

If you are dropping a runner off, please follow the drop-off signs. You will
turn off Sunfair Rd onto Sunny Sands, then right on Eyebob Rd, and then
right on Las Brisas Dr. Drop-off will be on the corner of Las Brisas Dr and
Sunfair Rd. You will then exit on Sunfair Rd. Please be aware and cautious
of foot traffic. If you are dropping off only you will need to take this route to
avoid the traffic and congestion of event parking. This is only if you plan to
drop-off and leave. If you intend to stay and wait for your runner you should
park with the rest of event traffic.

SPECTATORS

Spectators and runners are welcome around the finish line to cheer on
runners. They can park in the same parking lot and walk to the finish area.
Please DO NOT drive to other areas of the race course to watch runners.
This will add an unnecessary danger especially being a nighttime race. For
spectators who are staying in the campground or RV camping, please walk
down to the finish line.
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FINISH LINE, AND AWARDS

•

•
•

Drop Off
Runner Finish Area
Stage/Awards
Gear Check

At the finish line we will have a food box (full of recovery snacks),
bananas, and chocolate milk. Please help yourself to one food box,
chocolate milk, and banana per runner. There will be water at the finish
line, but no cups. Please use your Hydrapouch or water bottle to fill up at
the finish line.
Lucid Images (our event photographers) will take photos of runners at
the finish line. These photos as well as the course photos will be made
available FOR FREE!
The awards ceremony will take place near the expo space north of the
lake at 9:00 pm.

RACE INFORMATION

RACE DAY CHECKLIST

CUP-FREE RACING

PRE-RACE

Having our races so close to the
National Parks, unnecessary waste
and trash is something we are
strongly against. We are dedicated
to maintaining a clean race and
preserving the beauty of the area
we run in. There is nothing that
will ruin a view more than seeing
a piece a trash in plain view from a
breathtaking landscape.

TRAIN
Directions to hotel/campsite
Directions to race expo
Directions to race start/finish
Photo ID
Valid Military ID (if you
registered with a Military
Discount)
Study the race course
RACE TIME

Bib
Cup Free Hydration
(Hydrapouch, hand held,
water bottle, pack, etc.)
Running Shoes
Socks
Headlamp/Flashlight
Reflective gear or clothing
Recovery plan

TIMING SPECIFICS
BEFORE THE RACE

•
•

•

Your timing chip is found on the
back of your bib.
You don’t have to do anything.
The bib chip looks like a sticker
on the back of your bib. Do not
fold your bib.
NO CHIP = NO TIME!

AFTER THE RACE

•

•

•
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The bib chip is disposable and
can be thrown away or left
on your bib for you to cherish
always.
All masters and overall awards
will be based on gun time. If
you plan to compete for these
top spots you will need to line
up at the front of the line. All
age divisions and team awards
will be based on chip time. If
you are standing towards the
back, it may be a few minutes
before you cross the start line.
Your time does not officially
start until you cross the starting
line (unless you are competing
for an overall top finisher spot),
so please be courteous to others
as we start the race.
Stick around until 9:00 pm for
our awards ceremony!

One of the most important things
in a half marathon is ensuring
that aid stations are plentiful and
efficient. Hydration will make or
break a race. What we do is offer a
Hydrapouch for every runner that
indicated they wanted one as part
of their registration. Other options
include running with a water bottle,
running belt, Nathan pack or other
hydration backpack, etc. Every
runner prefers something different.
Just make sure you have some way
to stay hydrated! Although we don’t

have cups on the course, we have
plenty of aid stations with water and
Gnarly! At all aid stations we will
have BLUE COOLERS WITH WATER
and RED COOLERS WITH GNARLY
(electrolyte drink). Both will have
the same speed valves attached. So
at each aid station you will have
your choice of water or Gnarly. Feel
free to practice at the expo!
The aid station will have a few cups
in case of an emergency, do not

plan on using them. Also, under no
circumstances should you put your
head under the valve to get a drink.
Not only does this waste water,
it is pretty inconsiderate of other
runners.
There will be water at the finish
line, but no cups. Please use your
Hydrapouch or water bottle to fill up
at the finish line.

POST-RACE INFO
The awards ceremony will take place at the stage near
the finish line and will begin at 9:00 pm. If you checked
gear at the start of the race, you will be able to pick it
up just past the finish line in the runner area.
RACE RESULTS

Results will be available about 20 minutes after each
runner crosses the finish line. Go to runsignup.com and
search for Joshua Tree Half Marathon and click on the
results link in the header.

LOST & FOUND

•
•

There is no official lost & found. If we find lost items
we will hold onto them and you can contact us at
info@vacationraces.com
There will be a bin to drop extra clothing at the aid
station near mile 3. Anything found littered on the
course elsewhere will be considered trash and either
thrown away or donated.

MEDICAL AREA

The medical area at the finish line is for athletes only;
family members are not allowed. Overcrowding in the
medical area prevents medical staff from doing their job.
For information on an athlete receiving medical attention
please wait outside the area for updates.

We will post a link to the results on Facebook and also
send them in a post-race email a day or two after the
race. Keep in mind, the results are not official until all
runners have crossed the finish line. Because our age
group winners are based on chip time, it is possible to
POST-RACE SURVEY
cross the finish line before someone else in your age
group while still finishing with a slower time than them. Within a week of race day we will be sending out a postrace survey. We would really appreciate it if you took the
8-10 minutes to complete the survey for us. The survey
MEDALS
provides us with information that allows us to better
All runners will receive a finisher medal. Place medals
will be given to the top 5 male and female runners over- work with the local community and gain more support
for future races, but more importantly it provides us with
all as well as the Masters 40+ group. Additionally, the
valuable insight into what we are doing well and what
top 5 in each age group and the top 3 teams will also
we need to improve. We love our runners and couldn’t
receive a place medal.
improve our race series without your feedback. Please
watch for the email.
If you qualify for a place medal but are not present at
the awards ceremony to receive it, we will happily ship
it to you. Go to our website and request your medal and
pay the cost of shipping (about $10).
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RUNNER DEMOGRAPHIC
47 STATES
6 COUNTRIES

USA | CANADA | GERMANY | GREAT BRITAIN |
MEXICO | SWEDEN

28 TEAMS

#winnersnotlosers | 40/50 | Bad Hombres |
Casanova | EastWood Meets WestWood | EMC |
Frydames | Gate 14 | Half Twisted Runners I |
Half Twisted Runners II | Half Twisted Runners II |
IlliNoise-Makers | LA RESTORED RUNNERZ | Legs
Miserables | Mountain Humpers | No Training!
| Now This Is Podracing | OC Runners | Olympic
reject | Run4beer | Slumjog Millionaires | Team
Sebastien | Team X-Generals | The Flaming Otters |
The Midnight Express | To Be Determined | Weekend
Runaways | Wild Whitarunners

26% FIRST HALF MARATHON

1-25 Runners
26-50 Runners
51-75 Runners
76+ Runners

55% FIRST TIME VISITING JOSHUA
TREE NATIONAL PARK

AGE DIVISIONS
MALE

<11

12-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

1

4

20

61

172

218

172

135

95

51

46

28

14

4

<11

12-14

15-19

20-24

25-29

30-34

35-39

40-44

45-49

50-54

55-59

60-64

65-69

70-74

0

2

11

135

391

342

282

191

143

128

66

36

11

1

75>
1

FEMALE

BIB DETAILS
Special
indication

1st HALF

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9

Timing chip on back!
DO NOT FOLD BIB

MAKE
A
WISH

Indicates
starting wave
*see pg. 4

Your bib
number

Runner’s name
Your race
shirt size
Indicates if you requested a
Hydrapouch when registering.
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Team name
(if applicable)
Turn this in at the start line.
We will have a raffle from
5:00-5:45 pm.

75>
0

TRAINING & RACE PHOTOS
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TRAINING
for beginner and intermediate runners, as well as
a training app for the same programs for a small
cost! He also holds training camps for runners of
all abilities, is a Lydiard running coach and positive
running coach; he also holds unleash your awesome
positive race workshops before selected races in the
Vacation Races series. He has years of experience and
just happens to be one of the nicest guys around.

Meet Terry Chiplin, the creator of Active at Altitude
and official training partner of the Vacation Races
series. Terry offers free race specific training programs

TRAINING
Active at Altitude hosts women’s running camps
during the Summer at three levels depending on pace
level - Beginner full and compact camps in June;
Advanced in July, and Intermediate full and compact
camps in August. Co-ed trail running camps are in
May and September!

As a Vacation Races runner you can save $100 on one
of the 2019 full women’s running camps, using code
VR100. Save $75 on one of their compact women’s
camps or co-ed trail camps in 2019, using code VR75!
You can also earn a referral commission for
introducing a friend who registers for any of the
2019 camps, even if you can’t attend! We couldn’t
be happier to have Active at Altitude as a part of our
race series. Contact camp director Terry Chiplin with

any questions regarding camps, coaching,
and training.
terry@activeataltitude.com
www.activeataltitude.com
(303) 304-9159

RACE PHOTOS
RACE PHOTOGRAPHY FROM
LUCID IMAGES
Lucid Images will be taking photos on the course,
and at the finish line. To be sure you can find your
picture later, wear your bib with the numbers
clearly visible on your stomach at all times. Bibs
worn on legs are easily obstructed or missed.
All race pictures are now FREE! Pictures will be
available the Friday following the race. Visit
www.runsignup.com and search for the Joshua
Tree Half Marathon and click ‘Photos’ in the ‘More’
tab on the header.
We will send out an email and post it on Facebook
to notify all runners when the photos from the
half marathon are available. You will be able to
search photos by your bib number. Please note
that if you can’t find your photos when we send
out the email, each photo location will be split
into 3-4 sections by time for easier searching.
PHOTOS ON COURSE

As a heads up to runners, there will be signs on the course to let runners know they are coming up on photographers. You know, just in case you wanted to
freshen up, wipe away any snot, pick up the pace or otherwise pose for the photo :)
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CLUBS & TRIFECTA INFORMATION
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To encourage our runners to get out and enjoy the park, we have 3 club
hikes and a trifecta challenge. Our club hikes are a salute to the hardcore
among us. All runners who complete a club hike within 72 hours of the end
of the race will receive club hike medallion, and completing the Trifecta
earns you an official Trifecta pin! Any runner who sends us a picture of him
or herself at these destinations will officially join the club! The photo must
be sent within 72 hours of the race and must include:
• A clear view of your happy face
• Your bib with bib number clearly visible
• Your shiny new finisher medal in view
• A clear background that shows you actually completed the hike following
the Joshua Tree Half Marathon
We will post a link to the website where runners can send us their photos and
names. Good luck!

EXAMPLE PHOTO

After the race there will be a
submission form online where you
can upload your photo(s) and send
them to us. We have a hard cutoff
of 72 hours! If you don’t get it to
us before Tuesday at 11 AM (MST)
then we will only give you a virtual
hi-five.
This picture is an example of
what your Club and/or Trifecta
submission photos should look like.

KEYS RANCH

BOY SCOUT TRAIL WILLOW HOLE

LOST PALMS OASIS

VACATIONRACES.COM/HALF-MARATHONS/JOSHUA-TREE/DETAILS/#CLUBSTRIFECTA
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OASIS
CLUB
Difficulty: Moderate
Total Mileage: 7.5 mi round-trip
Type of Hike: Out and back
Elevation Gain: 500 ft.
Parking Lot Coordinates
Latitude: 33.737061
Longitude: -115.810755

BOY SCOUT
CLUB
Difficulty: Moderate
Total Mileage: 7.2 mi round-trip
Type of Hike: Out and back
Elevation Gain: 510 ft.
Parking Lot Coordinates
Latitude: 34.041089
Longitude: -116.185558

KEYS
CLUB
Difficulty: Easy
Total Mileage: <1 mi round-trip
Type of Hike: Out and Back
Elevation Gain: (minimal)
Parking Lot Coordinates
Latitude: 35.043536
Longitude: -116.168091

The trailhead is located at Cottonwood
Spring. After the palms at the springs,
the trail climbs toward the southeast
through scrub desert. The boulder
piles and rocky gullies become more
common as the trail continues toward
Lost Palms Oasis. At 3.3 miles, there
is a spur trail that leads to the right to
an overlook with birds-eye views of the
green palms. Climbing back out the
canyon is strenuous. Plan on 5-6 hours
to complete this hike.

Always check the
forecast before heading
out on a hike. Changing
weather can pass
through the desert
quickly. Don’t get
caught unprepared for
the elements.

The Boy Scout Trail is a mostly flat trail
along the edge of the Wonderland of
Rocks. This is a very popular trail in the
park because there are diverse things
to see. The geological formations all
around take your breath away. Travel
through Joshua tree forests, boulder
landscape, and sandy washes. After
being on Boy Scout Trail for 1.25 miles
there is a well marked sign verging off
to the right for Willow Hole. Depending
on what time of day to hike, many enjoy
the sunset on their way back to the
trailhead.

Listed as a National Historic Site, Keys
Ranch is located in a remote, rocky
canyon in the park. To preserve its
historic character, admission to the
ranch is restricted to guided walking
tours. The tours are a half-mile in
length and last 90 minutes. Group
size is limited to 25 people. Tickets
are required and must be purchased
in person on the day of the tour. Buy
tickets at the Oasis Visitor Center in
Twentynine Palms starting at 8:30 am.
Keys Ranch tours cost $10 per person

aged 12 and over and $5 for children 6 to
11. Children under six are admitted free.
Senior and Access Pass holders pay $5.

We realize this option
may be cost-prohibitive
for some or tours may be
booked out during your
visit, which is why 2 other
club hike options
are available.

CLUBS & TRIFECTA INFORMATION

JOSHUA TREE TRIFECTA

There are 3 different activities- all 3 need to be done to officially complete
the Trifecta. The same rules as the Club Hikes apply: Take your picture
at each of the 3 with your bib and finisher medal and send them to us 72

1) HIDDEN VALLEY

Take the path from the parking lot between rock
walls into Hidden Valley. After climbing over and
through a small gap in the rocks enclosing hidden
valley, you’ll reach the sandy desert floor and
come to a T-junction. Pick a direction and start
your journey through the hidden valley. Discover
a rock-enclosed valley that was once rumored
to have been used by cattle rustlers. Signs along
the nature trail help visitors identify the park’s
fauna and flora. The trail is mostly level, crossing
through hard-packed sand, but it does venture
through some interesting rock formations. There’s
no wrong way to explore Hidden Valley.

NOVEMBER 2, 2019

hours after finishing the race. The Trifecta is meant to be challenging, but
less strenuous. These are iconic activities inside the park that should be
experienced, and are doable with children. The 3 activities that make up the
Trifecta are: HIDDEN VALLEY, BARKER DAM, AND KEYS VIEW.

2) BARKER DAM

Barker Dam was constructed in 1900 for cattle and
mining purposes. Today, it holds rainwater and
runoff for the local wild animals and if you’re lucky
you might get to see wildlife such as birds, rabbits,
squirrels, or even bighorn sheep or a rattlesnake
(always keep your distance around wildlife). This
area causes one to wonder how people managed
to exist in this barren environment until some sort
of water capture was made. Water may or may not
be present. The trail is an easy hike, though closed
toed shoes are recommended due to cactus. From
the parking lot, follow the rope fencing to get to
the trailhead.

3) KEYS VIEW

Keys View is a lookout point located a couple of
thousand feet above Joshua Tree National Park
that provides an incredible vantage point. This is
a short, paved loop path that offers breathtaking
views of the San Andreas Fault, Mount San
Jacinto, Mount San Gorgonio, and the Salton Sea.
On a clear day, the prominence of the mountains
from this point is stunning as you can see Palm
Springs(~500 ft above sea level), and Mt. San
Jacinto (10,834 ft above sea level).

Hikers can get injured or (in rare cases) even die on these hikes, largely due to not fully appreciating their
dangers. Please take these hikes seriously, and do not act irresponsibly if you decide to attempt the hike.
Make sure you are in condition to complete the hikes and take necessary precautions (bring lots of water,
bring food, don’t attempt hike in bad weather, don’t travel alone, etc.). Please consult the NPS site to plan
your hike.
If you’re looking for more to see and explore beyond these club hikes or the trifecta, consider seeing a few
of our staff favorites: Skull Rock, Cholla Cactus Garden, 49 Palms Oasis, and Ryan Mountain. Please note
that these sites, are not a substitute for the official club hikes tor the trifecta.

PARK INFORMATION
All visitors are required to purchase a pass in
order to enter Joshua Tree National Park. Active
members of the U.S. Military are eligible for a
free pass as well as U.S. citizens with permanent
disabilities. If you already own a National Park
Annual Pass, you’re good to go! Otherwise you
can purchase one at the park entrance, a weekly
pass, or just a single park (Joshua Tree National
Park) pass.

Joshua Tree was designated a national monument
in 1936 by President Franklin Delano Roosevelt
and accorded national park status in 1994. The
park is always open and may be visited anytime
of year. Visitation increases as temperatures
moderate in the fall, peaks during the spring, and
diminishes during the heat of summer.
Visit www.nps.gov/jotr for more information and to
help plan your visit.
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PLAN YOUR VISIT TO JOSHUA TREE
This area is known for its dark night skies, a rich cultural history, and surreal geologic features. The vastness of this area is
something to behold here in southern California.

Joshua Tree National Park is open year-round and this park has over 790,000 acres within its boundaries. Sometimes it’s
hard to imagine such a special gem- a true desert wilderness is only a few hours drive from LA, San Diego, or Las Vegas.

According to the park, about 1.4 million people visit the park annually to see what Joshua Tree National Park really has to
offer. There is so much to do such as hiking, photography, rock climbing, camping, or simply meditating to take it all in.

Be sure and stop by a visitor’s center to get detailed maps or to talk with a park ranger for advise on what to see and do.
Always plan ahead before going out on hikes or other outings. Bring plenty of water, and check the weather forecast as
weather conditions can change quickly throughout the day.

Information provided by: https://www.nps.gov/jotr/planyourvisit
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KEY
RACE LOCATION
Joshua Tree
Half Marathon

CLUB HIKES
1 Lost Palms Oasis
2 Boy Scout Trail
(to Willow Hole)

3 Keys Ranch
TRIFECTA
1 Hidden Valley
2 Barker Dam
3 Keys View

ZERO WASTE AND HYDRAPOUCH RECYCLING

NOVEMBER 2, 2019

ZERO WASTE
#dontfeedthelandfills

We care deeply about keeping the
places that we run beautiful which
is why we are committed to sending
as little waste to the landfill as we
possibly can. We do this by setting
up “Zero Waste” stations at our
events, where you can help us by
sorting your trash into the appropriate container.
You’ll notice three bins where you’d normally see a trash can- one labeled
“Compostables”, “Recyclables”, and one labeled “Everything Else”. We
actually sort through the items in the “Everything Else” bin and find a use for
anything we can. For example, we make belts out of the used gel packets and
compact all of the non recyclable plastics and styrofoam into blocks that we
use as a building material.
Contamination (items placed in the wrong containers) is the biggest
challenge we face in sending nothing to the landfill. Please take time to learn
where your waste should go. Ask us if you have questions.

COMPOSTABLES (GREEN LID)

Place your banana and orange peels on the course, and any
uneaten food or drink items at the expo or start/finish lines.

RECYCLABLES (BLUE LID)

Place any plastics with a #1-7 and recycling symbol
somewhere on it, aluminum cans, steel cans, paper,
cardboard, and any glass items. Please empty any liquids/
food out of the containers and the lids back on before
recycling.

EVERYTHING ELSE (BLACK LID)

Place everything else that is non-recyclable and noncompostable waste, such as the wrappers from the items in
your post race food box, used gel packets, or styrofoam.

At the end of an event, our goal is to send less than one bag of actual “trash”
to the landfill. We have managed to meet this goal at events with over 3,000
participants!

HYDRAPOUCH RECYCLING

All Vacation Races events are cupless. When registering for any of our
National Park Series races, you can choose to receive a free Hydrapouch
for the race. You can also opt out if you have other means of carrying
water or hydrating at aid stations. Your Hydrapouch is yours to keep. We
encourage you to bring it with you to your next event with us. If you do
not want to keep it, we will have a recycling bin as you exit the runner
area at the finish line. Look for the bin with the Hydrapouch Recycling
sign.

Your Hydrapouch is
yours to keep.
We encourage you to
bring it with you for
your next event with us.
If you do not want to keep it,
you can recycle it so we don’t
create more waste.
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WANDER PROJECT, CHARITY BIBS, & VRC
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Vacation Races is partnered
with the Wander Project as the
official non-profit committed
to fundraising for the National
Parks that you love to run in.
Vacation Races sets aside 50 bibs
per race towards our charity bib
program. Participants are encouraged to raise $1000
or more to earn their bib and all donations go to either
the designated organization for that race or stays with
Wander Project to support smaller projects we want to see
happen in and around the parks.
Since 2015 we have been able to donate over $600,000
with our fundraising efforts and with your help, it can
be even more! Come run with us and help ensure our
national parks are protected now and forever.

JOSHUA TREE CHARITY BIBS
Our runners have a unique option to register for our races with Charity Bibs!
You raise money for a charity and as a thank you, we waive your race entry
fee. We work with charities such as Joshua Tree National Park Association,
NavajoYES, Mount Rushmore National Memorial, Friends of the Smokies,
Glacier Conservancy, Grand Teton National Park Foundation, The Wander
Project, Grand Canyon Conservancy, the National Park Foundation, and
more!

PROOF SHEET

100% of the money raised will go to a charity that benefits each individual
park! Once you sign up for a charity bib you’re committed to raising all of
the agreed upon total, so please do not take this lightly.
Over $5,600 has been raised through charity bibs, and a total of $10,692
(and growing) has been raised from the Joshua Tree Half Marathon event.
We know our runners do not donate for the purpose of something in return,
IMPRINT SIZE: 2” W
but we wanted to say thank you. For anyone who donates $50
or more, they
BLACK
will receive a thank you postcard with stickers, and anyone who donates
$100 or more will receive a special collectors mug.
We want to give a shout-out to Hailey Lippold, Jackie Renda, Kevin Shepherd,
Katherine Haynor, & Josie Shepherd who raised the minimum of $1000 or
more for the Joshua Tree National Park Association. You inspire us!
For more information on how Charity Bibs work, visit VACATIONRACES.COM/CHARITYBIBS

VIRTUAL RUNNING CLUB
Born from the spirit of
traditional races, Virtual
Running Club is the
finest virtual experience
provider in America. VRC gives participants the
incentive, motivation and accountability to take
meaningful positive actions through tangible
rewards via online events. These events celebrate
National Parks, Cultural Milestones and physical
challenges.
We do this with virtual races and other events
that come with a physical reward once the
challenge has been completed through an honorbased, self-report system. Usually, the reward
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IMPRINT SIZE: 1.75” H
BLACK

is a medal, coin or medallion designed with
utmost care to commemorate the achievement.
Additionally,
findFILL
support
from
the
IF FAXING participants
APPROVAL PLEASE
OUT THE
INFORMATION
BELOW AND NOTE ANY CHANGES IN THE SPACE PROVIDED.
VRC community.
APPROVED

WITH
CHANGES
BecauseAPPROVED
we believe
that
awards should only
REVISE AND REPROOF
be given to those that finish, participants are
accountable to VRC and other registrants.
Even more important however, participants are
accountable to themselves to complete their
challenge. They can do their race/challenge at
their pace anywhere in the world, but it must be
completed before we’ll send the award.

Give us a try!
WWW.VIRTUALRUNNINGCLUB.COM

VACATION RACES INFORMATION

NOVEMBER 2, 2019

GLOBAL ADVENTURES
Vacation Races is expanding globally! Yes, you
heard that right- we have an entirely new type
of event called Global Adventures. This is not
a traditional one-day racing event like we have
put on before. This is an all-inclusive week long
running vacation. Check out these incredible
locations: Banff, Costa Rica, Iceland, Alaska,
Patagonia, Ireland, Hawaii and more! Not only
will you have every detail of an international trip
planned out for you, but you will also make some
new friends as we run, hike, boat, zip-line, and
eat our way around the globe!

What’s included in a trip with Global Adventures?
Almost everything for the trip will be included in
your registration: hotel, transportation within the
country, daily trail races between 5-10k, various
other adventures, and almost all of your meals.
The main thing not included here is your airfare
to and from the adventure location. All of your
meals will be covered except for 1-2 lunches and/
or dinners. Apart from that, the only thing you
would be expected to cover is any souvenirs or
additional food or drink.

For more information, check out VACATIONRACES.COM/GLOBAL-ADVENTURES

VACATION RACES EVENT LINEUP
We love our National Parks! Since 2012 our company has produced races at the most beautiful places in the country. You can run on road,
trails or a mix of both. From 5ks, Half Marathons, Ultramarathons, or multi-day trail running festivals you can discover the beauty of the
parks at your own speed.
“So long as they are unwilling to crawl out of their cars they will not discover the treasures of the national parks and will never escape the stress
and turmoil of the urban-suburban complexes which they had hoped, presumably, to leave behind for a while.” - Edward Abbey, Desert Solitaire

HALF MARATHONS

Our series of half marathons is widely considered some of the best races in the country. While not always on road, these gorgeous but challenging courses
follow traditional road racing with aid stations every 2 miles, big and beautiful finisher medals, and all take place immediately next to the parks.
ULTRAMARATHONS

Our 3 annual ultramarathon races are not to be missed. Each race provides aid stations every 6-9 miles, brutally challenging but incredibly scenic courses,
and a race community unlike any other. You can accomplish the challenge of your life with our help.
TRAILFEST

This unique event is one you will not soon forget. Trailfest is a 3 day trail-running festival with a central base camp that features a different 11-15 mile
course each day in some of the most stunning locations in the country. Grand Circle Trailfest takes place in the heart of North America’s most scenic national
parks: Bryce Canyon, Zion, & Grand Canyon in early October. This event is an amazing experience you don’t want to miss out on. Activities include trail
running (of course), food, live entertainment, and trail running film festival screenings. You will see so much in such a short amount of time, you won’t want
to leave.
GLOBAL ADVENTURES

Get your passports ready! Global Adventures is our newest series in the lineup. These events are week long excursions with your lodging, meals and
transportation included and a run of 3-6 miles each day. The only thing not included is airfare. We’ve got adventures lined up for the next three years at
several exciting and diverse destinations! Get ready to travel abroad.
Learn more about all of our events at WWW.VACATIONRACES.COM
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3-YEAR RACE CALENDAR

NOVEMBER 2, 2019

ROTATING RACE SCHEDULES
We have a fantastic collection of events and incredibly loyal runners. We’re so grateful that you choose to run with us. Some runners like consistency and
running their favorite events year after year. Others run each race once with a goal of running the whole series. Either way you do it is perfectly okay with
us. What we’re finding (after being in this business going on 8 years!) is that some locations probably don’t merit having a race every single year. If you ran
the Rocky Mountain Half Marathon last year you might prefer to try the Lake Powell Half Marathon this year and maybe the Zion Half Marathon next year.
So, to support that, we’re moving some of our races to a rotating schedule. Some will take place one year, others will take place the next. Because of the new
rotating schedule, we are publishing our extended race calendar through 2021! We know that planning your race calendar can be tricky and we want to
make it easier for you. This extended calendar provides a longer look into the future so you’ll have more info available to help with your planning.
Please note that this calendar is subject to change, but this should help you better plan for the future.

NEW RACE LOGOS
We’re also really excited to announce our newest
logo that will be in the rotation of medal designs!
We introduced all new logo designs in 2018, and a
whole new round of medal designs are in store for
2019. It’s a little reward for anyone that runs the
same race multiple times. Why should you go home
with the same medal every year?! The designs will
showcase different icons at each park, so you can
collect them all. You can see all of 2019’s designs on
the previous page.

2018

MEET THE RACE STAFF

2019

SOCIAL MEDIA

DEHN CRAIG
Event Director

Favorite Course: Lake Powell
Favorite Park: Zion National Park
Joshua Tree Activity: Hike Hidden Valley
Food at Joshua Tree: Pie For The People!

We love seeing you on social media.
Whether it’s photos during the race,
training and race prep, photos of
you enjoying the park/nearby area,
or some of the post-race fun and
celebration– we want to see it! Be
sure to follow us and use the official
race hashtag #JTHalf.

LYLE ANDERSON

Director of Race Operations

Favorite Course: Mount Rushmore
Favorite Park: Yosemite National Park
Joshua Tree Activity: Hall of Horrors
Food at Joshua Tree: Steakburger from Steak ‘n Shake

KAELEE CLIFFORD

Check-in and Customer Service

Favorite Course: Grand Teton
Favorite Park: Zion National Park
Joshua Tree Activity: Stargazing in the quiet desert
Food at Joshua Tree: Crossroads Cafe
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@_joanhalili

#JTHALF
@VACATIONRACES

LOCAL PARTNERS & AREA INFORMATION

NOVEMBER 2, 2019
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JOSHUA TREE HALF PARTNERS & SPONSORS

FUEL FOR EVERY DAY

BEFORE.
DURING.
AFTER.

PROUD NUTRITION SPONSOR OF THE

VACATION RACES SERIES

GET MORE FROM
EVERY MILE
PR
LOTION
with Bicarb

Train, compete and recover like
the world’s best with PR Lotion.
Use code VACATION15 for
15% off at amphuman.com

TERRY ADAMS, Pro BMX Rider

Aetna is proud to support the National
Parks Vacation Race series.

©2019 Aetna Inc.
2017310
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www.aetna.com

NOVEMBER 2, 2019

LIVE.RUN.REPEAT.
DISTANCE CARBON Z TREKKING POLES

I use the Distance Carbon Z trekking poles
on most mountain endeavors because they
are light, stiff, and packable.
— BD Athlete Joe Grant

JOSHUA TREE HALF PARTNERS & SPONSORS

NOVEMBER 2, 2019
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SHARE YOUR #JTHALF ADVENTURES!

@athletchic

NOVEMBER 2, 2019

@_joanhalili

@mbaharlou

@amyneal5

@hurcnkat

@lakid37

@questrunner

@abronis

@omalleyme84

@ed_werd_1

@tysonface

@halleyrebecca

@jmengo

@soundslikesterling
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@daniel.burr.photography

#jthalf

@alexjander

